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Avalanche danger
updated on 1.3.2025, 08:00

ausanne

New snow, Persistent weak layers

. Avalanche prone locations Danger description
' / N A lot more new snow than expected: Up to 30 cm of
S snow has fallen. 10 cm of snow, and up to 20 cm in
W wé'% EAM some localities, will fall until the afternoon.
Single persons can release avalanches. Additionally in
S isolated cases avalanches can also be released in deep
layers and reach dangerously large size.

Backcountry touring calls for experience in the
assessment of avalanche danger.

oderate (2

No distinct avalanche problem

Avalanche prone locations Danger description
N The avalanche conditions are generally favourable.
"’ 2000m Avalanches can in some cases be r'eleased in near-
w( T EA— surface layers and reach medium size.
- Backcountry touring and other off-piste activities call for
S meticulous route selection.

Danger levels |:| 1 low |:| 2 moderate |:| 3 considerable - 4 high - 5 very high *,{F
SLF
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Moderate 21
Wind slab, Persistent weak layers

Avalanche prone locations Danger description
The somewhat older wind slabs are in some cases still

N
prone to triggering.
wé'% E AM Additionally in very isolated cases avalanches can be
w released in the old snowpack and reach medium size.
S Caution is to be exercised in particular on very steep

shady slopes in little used backcountry terrain.

Cow )

wind slab

As a consequence of a moderate to strong bise wind, wind slabs formed. These are
mostly only small but can in some cases be released easily. They are to be found in
particular in gullies and bowls, and behind abrupt changes in the terrain.

Even a small avalanche can sweep people along and give rise to falls.

Low (1)

No distinct avalanche problem

The avalanche conditions are mostly favourable.

Avalanches can in very isolated cases be released in near-surface layers. Such
avalanche prone locations are to be found in particular on very steep north and east
facing slopes. Mostly the avalanches are small.

Apart from the danger of being buried, restraint should be exercised in particular in view
of the danger of avalanches sweeping people along and giving rise to falls.

Low (1)

Persistent weak layers

Avalanches can in very isolated cases be released in the old snowpack and reach
medium size. These avalanche prone locations are to be found in particular on very
steep shady slopes, especially in little used backcountry terrain.

Danger levels |:| 1 low |:| 2 moderate |:| 3 considerable - 4 high - 5 very high *,{F
SLF
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Snowpack and weather
updated on 28.2.2025, 17:00

Snowpack

For the end of February, snow depths are below average in many regions and well below average in the north and east.
This week's fresh and drifted snow is increasingly settling and stabilising. In the west and north, near-surface layers of the
snowpack are still sometimes prone to triggering, especially on wind-protected shady slopes. Elsewhere, snowpack
structure in these regions is mostly favourable. In southern Valais, Ticino and Grisons, the snowpack often contains several
soft layers of faceted crystals, making the structure unfavourable.

In recent days, however, there have been hardly any reports of human triggered avalanches. In addition, this week’s drop in
temperatures has significantly reduced gliding avalanche activity.

Weather review for Friday

Overnight to Friday, a few centimetres of snow fell down to low altitudes on the central and eastern parts of the northern
flank of the Alps. In the central and eastern Prealps, conditions were increasingly sunny once any remaining cloud cover
had cleared. Elsewhere, conditions were mostly sunny.

Fresh snow

Temperature
At midday at 2000 m, -6 °C in the north and -2 °C in the south

Wind
® |ight to moderate from the west, easing during the day
® Rising bise wind in the Jura and the western Prealps in the afternoon

Weather forecast to Saturday

At higher altitudes, conditions will be mostly sunny with broken cloud. In the north, there will be low stratus cloud with an
upper limit at 1400 to 1700 m. On the main Alpine ridge in Upper Valais and in Ticino, conditions will initially be cloudy and
a few centimetres of snow will fall down to low altitudes. Conditions will become increasingly bright over the course of the
day.

Fresh snow
Main Alpine Ridge in Upper Valais, Ticino: 1 to 5 cm, locally up to 10 cm in central Ticino

Temperature
At midday at 2000 m, around -5 °C.

wind
® Jura, Prealps: moderate Bise wind, sometimes strong in the highlands of the Jura
® Elsewhere mostly light, sometimes moderate from the southeast in high Alpine regions

Outlook

Sunday and Monday will be sunny in the mountains. In the Jura and the Prealps, there will still be moderate Bise winds on
Sunday but elsewhere winds will mostly be light. The zero-degree level will rise to around 1800 m on Sunday and to around
2200 m on Monday.

The danger of dry avalanches will continue to decrease. Moist snow slides will become increasingly likely in the daytime.
There will be a slight increase in gliding avalanche activity once again.
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